
 

 

 

18“A voice was heard in Ramah, 

  wailing and loud lamentation, 

 Rachel weeping for her children; 

  she refused to be consoled, be-

cause they are no more 

(Matthew 2:18) 

  

2022 is no more. And for every per-

son celebrating the arrival of 2023 

for the graduations, births, vaca-

tions, and countless other plans – 

there are just as many lamenting 

when we said goodbye to in this 

past year, voluntarily and unwilling-

ly. 

This scripture from Matthew comes 

from the text called the slaughter of 

the innocents. Herod is enraged 

that the magi deceived him and pre-

vented his capture of the prophe-

sied Christ. So Herod sent soldiers 

to kill all boys 2 years of age and 

younger. One of the most heart 

wrenching art pieces done from 

scripture is of mothers fighting off 

soldiers on blood slick stones path-

ways. Lamentation. Inconsolable 

grief because the hope of the life of 

young ones is no more. These vers-

es speak of an unwillingness to ac-

cept the violence and injustice of a 

power hungry few against the least 

of these. 

Grief during these long dark 

months usually is rubbed raw by 

the optimism and cheeriness of the 

“holidays”. The wrong doings of 

last year that could not be recon-

ciled are turning to bitterness and 

hatred that wars with our prayers 

for peace on earth. We cannot 

move forward without acknowledg-

ing what is holding us back. We 

cannot repent with out naming our 

sin. We can not know hope of 

Christ without denying first to the 

depths of our despair. 

New years and new things are ex-

citing to some and scary to others. 

And we as people of God’s love 

are asked to hold ourselves ac-

countable to the innocence we 

have crushed for the pursuit of our 

own glory. We are to be made new 

by naming the wrongs we have 

done and accepting God’s promise 

of resurrection and redemption. 

But we are also given the commis-

sion to forgive and set boundaries 

that others should not trespass 

over. TO one day know the glory of 

reconciliation. 

Oh yes, there is weight and end-

ings in this season. And the dan-

Words from Pastor Kari’s Pen.   

Office Hours for                    

Holy Trinity :   

Tuesday-Thursday  

1:00 - 4:00 PM. 

Inside this 
issue: 

Words From Pastor 
Kari Lee 

1 

Schedules 2 

Birthdays 3 

Prayer & Puzzles 4 

LSI Bulletin 5 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 

St. Andrew’s  Lutheran Church 

1409 South Eighth Avenue, East                    

Newton, Iowa 50208                        

Church Phone: (641) 792-1683       

www.HTLchurch.com 

P.O. Box 242, 8290 Hwy. F-62, East        

Sully, IA  50251                                      

Church Phone: (641)-798-4651                

www.standluth.com 

Pastor Kari Lee                               

Pastor’s Phone: 

(541)525-1618        

pastorkari18 

@gmail.com  

Continued on pg. 2   

Serving God and others through the                                                 

Evangelical Lutheran Churches  

of America 



Page 2 Partners In Ministry  

 

 

 

 gers of blizzards, and health 

concerns, and relationships 

are reflected in this lamenta-

tion and inconsolable grief. 

But hope is still born in this 

season. For while Racheal 

weeps for her children that 

are no more, God holds 

them securely in never-

ending light. And we are of-

fered from tragedy a chance 

to kneel at the manger once 

again, to see the coming 

light of epiphany, and then 

to again kneel at the cross 

that arises not far off. 

New Year. New You - that 

Answers on pg. 4 

Bible Quiz 

How old was Abram when he fol-

lowed God’s call to leave Haran 

and travel to a new land? 

 

A. 25 

B. 50 

C. 75 

D. 100  

The Answer on pg. 4 

St. Andrew’s Helper list August—January 

ent and never-failing love to 

comfort us in the times of trag-

edy, endings and hope filled  

(yet scary) beginnings. 

May the grace and mercy of 

Christ our savior surrounds 

your inconsolable grief and 

lamentations so that you may 

in this coming year raise your 

voice in singing the sounds of 

triumphant salvation.          

23There he (the Christ  

family) made his home in a 

town called Nazareth, so that 

what had been spoken 

through the prophets might be 

fulfilled, “He will be called a 

Nazorean.”              

(Matthew 2:23) 

… and he has brought the 

kingdom of heaven to you. 

And he shall save the nations. 

Blessings on you this new 

year so you may be a blessing 

to others..  

 

Pastor Kari Lee 

 

 
 



 

 Baptizing people into God’s family has always been a ministry highlight for Pastor Stan Purdum. One 

Sunday, he had the privilege of welcoming three infants and two young boys to the baptismal font, 

along with all their parents. After baptizing the babies, Purdum turned toward the families with older 

children, who’d been instructed to have their boys step forward one at a time. 

Immediately, the 3-year-old shouted, “Not me!” and bolted for the exit. His father caught the youngster 

and carried him back as the congregation chuckled. This time, Purdum wasted no time completing the 

sacrament. 

“Maybe this young boy was not greatly wrong to try to duck baptism,” he later pondered. “Far from 

being a harmless little ceremony, baptism begins a lifetime commitment to God, which over the long 

haul is no easy thing. It lays upon us the responsibility to live up to the vows we have made.” How 

seriously do you take your baptismal vows? 
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Prayer 
 O Lord, let our  New 
Year’s resolution be 
to follow you more 
closely and to trust 

in your loving 
guidance.  Thank you 
for calling each one 

of us “Beloved 
Child,” just as you 

did with Jesus at his 
baptism. Wrap us in 

your warm love 
these winter days, 

and as we begin this 
new year  help us 

live out your 
kingdom values: 

mercy, meekness, 
hunger and thirst for 

righteousness, 
peacemaking — and 

above all, love.  
 

Amen   
 

Baptism is serious business! 

Partners In Ministry  



Leave the light on 

“We’ll leave the light on for you,” 

a motel chain once promised. In 

other words, they were expecting 

you and looking forward to your 

stay. 

During the time of the high priest 

Eli, “the lamp of God had not yet 

gone out” (1 Samuel 3:3). Eli 

oversaw the tabernacle, so some 

people say this refers to an actual 

lamp. But the passage could have a 

deeper meaning. Although Eli had 

turned a blind eye to his sons’ sins 

and neglected his duties, God knew 

that Eli could still be a divine  

instrument. God knew not to turn 

off Eli’s light. God was expecting 

Eli to still shine brightly for him, 

and eventually Eli figured out that 

Samuel, his young charge, was 

hearing God’s voice. 

So if your light seems dim or even 

burned out, be assured that 

your pilot light remains on! 

God has left the light on not 

just for you but also in you. 

—Julie Lee 

A
n

sw
er k

ey fro
m

 P
g 3

 . C
 (S

ee G
en

esis 1
2
:4

.)  

Our November mission support to the Southeastern Iowa Synod was $626. There was also a donation of 

$350 to ELCA World Hunger and $400 to Lutheran Disaster Response. 

Our monthly mission for November was for Discover Hope 5:17, and congregation members have given 

$400 for a total donation of $900 with our budgeted funds. 

Our mission emphasis for December is for the ELCA Good Gifts program. ELCA Good Gifts are a crea-

tive, meaningful way to support the ministries of the ELCA. These gifts are real examples from projects cur-

rently supported through ELCA churchwide ministries: the ELCA Fund for Leaders, ELCA Global Church 

Sponsorship, ELCA New Congregations, ELCA Vision for Mission, ELCA World Hunger, Disability Minis-

tries and Lutheran Disaster Response. Each of these programs is a long-term, partnership-based ministry that 

focus on the needs identified by local congregations and global companion 

churches and their communities. If you'd like to contribute to this mission, please 

write “Good Gifts” on your check or offering envelope. 
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~Christian symbol~  
OPEN BOOK — A book 
symbolizes the Bible, the 
written Word of God. When 
shown open, a book 
represents truth or revelation. 
Apostles and saints are often 
pictured holding an open 
book, understood 
as the New 
Testament 
writings of the 
early Christian 
church.  

 Amplifying the Voices of Iowa 

Children and Families 

Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI) 

works to provide services to Iowa 

children and families and to share 

their stories with the community. 

As a way of amplifying our com-

munities’ voices, we invite you to 

be a part of the annual Lutheran 

Day on the Hill event.  

Join Lutheran Services in Iowa and 

the three Iowa synods of the 

ELCA for Lutheran Day on the 

Hill in Des Moines on March 14, 

2023! This day is essential for am-

plifying the voices of those who 

are not heard, for seeking social 

justice and for empowering people 

to exercise their right and respon-

sibility to be part of the legislative 

process.  

If you are interested in joining LSI 

for Lutheran Day on the Hill, visit 

our website at https://lsiowa.org/

ldh/. For more information, please 

contact Deb Whitford, LSI’s Di-

rector of Philanthropy and Church 

Relations, 

at Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa. 

org or 563-676-2065.  

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in 

Iowa responds to the love of Jesus 

Christ through compassionate ser-

vice. LSI is an affiliated social minis-

try partner of 

the Iowa congregations of the 

ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America) and a member 

of LSA (Lutheran Services in Ameri-

ca). We proudly serve people of all 

ages, abilities, religions, sexes, gen-

der identities, national origins, eth-

nicities, races, and sexual orienta-

tions. Learn more 

at LSIowa.org and facebook.com/

LSI.iowa. 
 

A Journey of Overwhelming Joy 

 After going through fertility treat-

ments and being told they weren’t 

able to have any more kids, Dani 

and her husband pursued 

their foster care license in 2015 and 

have cared for 13 kids since.  

“Throughout our journey of being 

foster parents, we’ve had many great 

placements,” said Dani. “Our short-

est placement lasted five days when 

we cared for a girl, whose mother 

was incapable of watching her while 

she recovered in the hospital, and our 

longest lasted 18 months.” 

Dani shared that one of their biggest 

blessings was having the opportunity 

to adopt some of the children they 

fostered. The family adopted their first 

child at age one, and they had plans to 

adopt another when the child turned 

18 years old. 

“Every time our family adopts another 

child, I get the same feeling of over-

whelming joy,” said Dani. “I feel like 

any expectant mom –not being able 

to contain my joy when their adoption 

comes up, and telling everyone I know 

about it.” 

Dani shared that it is hard to explain 

the full impact fostering – and the 

lows and highs it brings – has had on 

her family. “We’ve cried, stressed and 

lost a lot of sleep. We loved, laughed 

and had so many firsts,” said Dani. 

“But I still tell everyone who is consid-

ering being a foster parent to do it. It’s 

a roller coaster, but so worth it.” 

January 2023, LSI Bulletin/Newsletter Article and Story 
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Time for a spiritual assessment 

“Hardly anything else reveals so well the fear and uncertainty 

among [people] as the length to which they will go to hide their 

true selves from each other and even from their own eyes,” says 

A.W. Tozer. For insights into who we really are as Christians, 

the theologian proposes “rules for self-discovery.” According 

to Tozer, “we may be known” by these seven things: what we 

want most, what we think about most, how we use our money, 

what we do with our leisure time, the company we enjoy, who 

and what we admire, and what we laugh at. 
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